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Brief Information
Where is Armenia?
Armenia is in South Caucasus. In north the country borders with
Georgia, in south – with Iran, in east – with Azerbaijan, in west – with
Turkey. The current territory of the Republic of Armenia is 29800
square km and is situated about 1800 m above sea level. The highest
point is mount Aragats (4090 m), the lowest – canyon of the river Debet
(400 m). Yerevan is the capital of the country. According to the 2003
census data population is 3, 2 million people, 1, 1 of which lives in
Yerevan.
When is the best time to visit Armenia?
Armenia is equally wonderful in all the seasons of year. In comparatively
small territory you can meet amazingly diverse nature and weather;
spring, summer, autumn and winter are full and brightly expressed.
Season of tours to Armenia starts in April and lasts until November,
though nature gets the peak blossom in the end of May, but autumn is
plentiful until the end of September. During the tourist season our
guests can enjoy dishes, made of ecologically pure, natural and
extremely tasty ingredients. July is the very full of tourist season. From
December to the end of March doors of resort Tsakhkadzor are open to
all the winter rest and winter sport fans. The best destination for the
therapeutic recreation is hydropathical resort Jermuk, which you can
visit any time of the year.
How to get to Armenia?
Armenia does not have outlet to sea. You can get to Armenia by plane,
landing in the International Airport Zvartnots, which is considered to be
the best in South Caucasus, or by over ground transport from Iran and
Georgia.
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YEREVAN
The Capital of Armenia
Yerevan is the capital and the biggest district of Armenia; one of the
most ancient cities in the world. It is 2.797 years old. Local governance in
Yerevan is based on RA law of “self-governance” statutory principles
providing proportionate development of all administrative districts of
Yerevan.
Yerevan is located on the edge of the
Ararat valley on both banks of the river
Hrazdan, at an altitude of 900 - 1200
above sea level. The climate is acutely
continental with hot and dry summer
and relatively severe winter. By its
administrative border the city is adjacent
to the marzes Aragatsotn, Ararat,
Armavir and Kotayk.
The name of the city of Yerevan goes back to the period of Urartu and
originates from the name "Erebuni". It is known from the Urartian studies
that the Urartian sound "B" sounds like "V" in Armenian. Thus, the name
Erebuni has been transformed and has become Yerevan. In 1918 it became
the 14th in history capital of Armenia. Yerevan is 900-1400 meters above sea
level. The image of today’s Yerevan is formed according to Alexander
Tamanyan’s plan of 1924 – the city, build in accordance with the unified plan
of church architecture. Preserved
from pretamanyan period buildings
are only a few, and there is not a
historical center as such. In the city,
built according to Tamanyan’s plan
there is a center, where most of main
cultural hearths are situated. Here
there are hotels and apartment
rentals for any budget.
Choosing Yerevan, you will have an opportunity to see the most
important places and buildings, forming the image of the city, to understand
colors, moods and character of the city. Night Yerevan is interesting and
diverse as well.
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MATENADARAN
Address: 53 Mashtotsi Ave., Yerevan
Working days: Tuesday-Sunday
Working hours: 09:30-17:00
Institute of Ancient Manuscripts after Mesrop Mashtots, commonly
referred to as "Matenadaran", is one of the most ancient manuscript
repositories in the world. It holds one of the world’s richest depositories of
medieval manuscripts and books,
which span a broad range of
subjects,
including
history,
philosophy, medicine, literature, art
history and cosmography in
Armenian
and
many
other
languages. The "Matenadaran"
collection
was
inscribed
on
UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Register in 1997 in recognition of its
world significance.
The earliest mention of the Armenian term "Matenadaran", which is
translated as "repository of manuscripts" in Armenian, was recorded in the
writings of the 5th century Armenian historian Ghazar Parpetsi, who
mentioned about the existence of the repository in Ejmiatsin, the Mother See
of the Armenian Church, where Greek and Armenian language texts were
kept.
In the course of the following centuries the dissolution of the Bagratuni
Kingdom of Armenia in 1045, thousands of manuscripts were destroyed by
the Turkic-Mongol invasions. The Seljuk Turks burned over 10.000 Armenian
manuscripts in Baghaberd in 1170.
As a result Armenia was a constant battleground between two major
powers, "Matenadaran" in Ejmiatsin was damaged several times, the last of
which took place in 1804. The inclusion of Eastern Armenia into the Russian
Empire in the 19th century provided a more stable atmosphere for the
preservation of the remaining manuscripts.
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In 1828 "Matenadaran"
catalogued a collection of only
1.809 manuscripts, while in
1914 the collection increased to
4.660 manuscripts. At the
outbreak of World War I all the
manuscripts were sent to
Moscow for safekeeping and
were kept there during the war.
They were returned in 1922. A
decade later the collection was moved to Yerevan and stored at the State
Library after Alexander Myasnikyan.
Finally on March 3, 1959, the Council of Ministers of the Armenian
Soviet Socialist Republic voted in support of the establishment of
"Matenadaran" to preserve and house the manuscripts in a new building and
in 1962 it was named after Saint Mesrop Mashtots, the creator of the
Armenian alphabet.
On May 14, 2009, on the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of
"Matenadaran", Armenian state and religious officials conducted the
groundbreaking ceremony of the building of a research institute being
constructed adjacent to Matenadaran. The opening of the building was held
on September 21, 2011.
Today there is a collection of almost 17.000 manuscripts and 30.000
other documents in "Matenadaran", referring subjects such as historiography,
geography, philosophy, grammar, art history, medicine and science.
In the first decades of the Soviet regime its collection was largely drawn
from manuscripts stored in ecclesiastical structures, schools, monasteries and
churches in Armenia and the rest of the Soviet Union. In addition to the
Armenian manuscripts, in "Matenadaran" there is also a vast collection of
historical documents, numbering over 2.000 in languages such as Arabic,
Persian, Hebrew, Japanese and Russian.
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TSITSERNAKABERD
Location: Yerevan
Established: 1967
Architect: A. Tarkhanyan
Tsitsernakaberd («Fortress of Swallows») is located on the left bank of
the Hrazdan River, in the Eastern part of the city. According to the legend, a
temple, dedicated to goddess of love and beauty was located here; herald
swallows on the very top of the temple sent massages to her beloved Vahagn:
god of strength and war.
The end of the 19th
century and the beginning of the
20th were fatal to Armenian
nation.
Ottoman
Turkey
organized and accomplished
massive massacre of Armenians
on the state level. Turkey
reached its final goal in 1915-16.
During the massacre, starting
from the 12th of April, 1915 we
lost 1,5 milion Armenians.
During Soviet rule it became possible to speak out about this only in the
50-ies. In 1965, on the 50th anniversary of Armenian Genocide, by the project
of architects Tarkhanyan and Kalashyanb, a memorial, dedicated to the
victims of Genocide, was constructed on Tsitsernakaberd hill.
The monument consists of 2 parts. 44 meters high stele means the
revival of Armenian nation. According the other version, it symbolizes
Western and Eastern parts of Armenia, and even Sis and Masis (two peaks of
Ararat). 12 circumferentially arranged
stone slabs represent 12 Armenian
settlements of Western Armenia, which
are in the territory of nowadays Turkey.
According to the other version, they
symbolize the main 12 provinces, where
the massacre took place. The fire of
eternity is located in the centre of the
structure.
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100 meters long wall with the most prominent cities and villages (which faced
the Genocide) carved on it is situated along the park of the complex. In 1995
an underground Museum of Genocide was opened in the territory of the
complex; it houses information and evidences of foreigners on the fact of the
events of 1915. There is a park near the museum, where foreign delegations
plant trees in honor of the victims of the Genocide.
On the 24th of April, 1965 the beginning of the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide was launched. Exactly on that day Soviet Armenia
commemorated the victims of the Genocide for the first time.

ECHMIADZIN CATHEDRAL
Established: IV Century
From Yerevan: 23km / 25min
The Holy See of Echmiadzin is the main religious construction of
Armenian Apostolic Church, one of the unique architectural monuments of
early Christian period; its architectural solutions became the basis for
building of many Armenian churches.
According to the legend, Gregory the Enlightener, who was preaching
Christianity in Armenia, had a dream of
Jesus Christ coming down from heaven
with a hammer in his hand and hitting
on the place, where a pagan temple was
located. Gregory the Enlightener told his
dream to king Trdat (Tiridate), and he
ordered to build a temple on that spot
and call it Echmiadzin (Only begotten
came down).
The temple was built in the beginning of the IV century after adoption
of Christianity as state religion in Armenia. The building is situated on the
place of a pagan temple, the foundation of which is under the main altar.
At first the church had basilica style, but in 480 Duke Vasak
Mamikonyan rebuilt it; the temple got crossed layout with a dome, based on
four separate columns.
The painting work in the Holy See is done by Naghash
Hovnatan (illustrations on the upper part of the dome and Holy Virgin’s
depiction on the inner marble of the main altar are preserved). Periodically
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Harutyun and HakobHovnatanyans worked for the Holy See. The main
elements of the interior of the building are painting and machine tool works
by artist NaghashHovnatan. He depicted saints, priests, other thematic
illustrations.
There is a museum in the building of Holy See, where different works of
Armenian spiritual art, manuscripts and other artworks are kept. Here there
are also collections of coins, carpets, paintings and other valuable materials.
One of the treasures of the museum is Geghard (which Jesus Christ was
pierced with) and a remnant of Noah’s Ark. The temple was rebuilt in 7th
century by Komitas and Nerses Catholicoses; in 17th century the belfry was
constructed and in the 18th – the The Treasury Museum of Echmiadzin.

KHOR VIRAP
Established: VII Century
From Yerevan: 44km / 40min
Monastery-Fortress Khor Virap is located near Lesser Vedi village of
Ararat region; on a hill.
According to Agathangelo, during
times when Christianity was rejected in
Armenia, king Trdat the Third throws
Gregory the Enlightener into the pit of
royal prison, where he spends 13 year. A
widow fed him, every day secretly
throwing a loaf of bread into the pit. After
st. Gregory saved the kind from an
incurable disease, Trdat the third let him free. As soon as st. Gregory got
freedom, with the king’s support, he declared Christianity as official religion
in Armenia.
In 642 catholicos Nerses Tayetsi founded st. Gregory church on the
the pit; its structure has similarities with Zvartnots temple. The steep stairs
(now steel) on the right side of the main altar lead to the cellar, where the pit
of 4,4m diameter and 6m height is located; it has fluted domed cover. During
cleaning the thick secular layer of soil a crypt with a priest’s body was found
under the pit (probably it is Nerses Tayetsi’s crypt), which was, though,
untouched and covered with soil again.
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From the 13th century, being a
sanctuary,
the
monastery
became
alarmenian cultural and educational
center as well. In 1255 Vardan Areveltsi
founded a high school here, which
prominent
disciples
are
EsaiNshetsi,
Hovhannes Erznkatsi, Gevorg Skevratsi,
Nerses Mshetsi and others.
In the 16th century constructions of the monastery were damaged
because of the hard political and economic situations. In 1666-1669 David
Virapetsi built the protective walls and restored all the constructions of the
monastery.
In 1703 full restoration of the main st. Astvatsatsin (Holy Virgin)
church was completed. In the end of the 19th century the belfry on four
decorated columns was added to the Western front of the church. In the
Western part of the monastery “Oteats Khach” sanctuary is situated, where,
according to the legend, apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew met.
Every year in June Armenian Apostolic Church celebrates one of the
main holidays “St. Gregory’s deliverance from the pit day” and “St. Gregory’s
commitment to the pit day” in March. Celebration of Khor Virap takes place
on the Sunday following the Eater Sunday.

GARNI TEMPLE
Established: I Century
From Yerevan: 28km / 30min
The architectural complex
of Garni, situated 28 km away
from Yerevan, on the right bank
of the Azat River, is one of the
famous examples of ancient
architecture.
The fortress of Garni is thought to
have been founded in the 1st
century BC and was dedicated to
the God of the sun Mihr. The
temple is comprised of 24 columns and symbolized the 24 hours of the day.
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The temple remained standing until the sixteenth century, and was destroyed
in 1679 because of the devastating earthquake in Armenia.
The fortress was built by the Armenian king Tiridates I. The fortress
crept into Roman history through a discreditable incident from the reign of
Claudius, around AD 52, recounted by Tacitus in book 12 of his Annals.
Rome had placed on the throne of Armenia one Mithridates, brother of
Pharasmanes the king of Iberia (Georgia). Rhadamistus, son of Pharasmanes,
thirsted for a kingdom of his own. He besieged Mithridates in the Garni
fortress, along with a Roman camp
prefect and legionary garrison. The
prefect, "who had seduced one of the
king's concubines and was reputed a
man who could be bribed into any
wickedness," lived up to his reputation
and cut a deal. Mithridates was
treacherously smothered under a pile
of rugs. The Roman Senate opined in
response that "any crime in a foreign country was to be welcomed with joy,
and that the seeds of strife ought to be actually sown, on the very principle on
which Roman emperors had often under a show of generosity given away this
same kingdom of Armenia to excite the minds of the barbarians." The
Parthians, less cynical, invaded. Rhadamistus was chased from his palace by
the enraged Armenian townsfolk. Fearing his loyal wife Zenobia would be
caught and subjected to a fate worse than death, he stabbed her and threw her
in the Arax. Fortunately she survived,
and Handel wrote an opera about
them, called "Radamisto." The ruins of
a classical temple can be found within
the fortress. The towers and whole of
the fort wall were built of huge basalt
slabs fastened together by iron clamps.
The classical proportions of the
temple, the remnants of capitals, and
many other fragments - all these are
evidence of the fact that Armenian architects were greatly influenced by
Hellenic culture. However, original national traits which were later to become
the characteristic of medieval Armenian stone carvers were felt even in the
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way the building material was worked and especially in the choice of
decorative motifs.
Of particular interest is the bathroom located in the northern part of the
temple. The floor is decorated with mosaic and has an inscription saying:
“Work without being paid.” The inscription referred to the illiterate workers
who were involved in the construction of the building.
After the adoption of Christianity, pagan temples were barbarously
destroyed and churches of the new religion were erected on their sites. The
pagan temple Garni is the only survival of the Hellenic epoch in the whole
territory of the Caucasus.

GEGHARD
Established: IV Century
From Yerevan: 36km / 50 min
Geghard is one of the most popular monasteries of medieval Armenia,
one of the unique cultural monuments. According to the legend, the
monastery was founded during the first years of adoption of Christianity as
state religion (the beginning of the 4th century).
In the remote past the
monastery was called “Ayrivank”
(monastery in rock) because of the
constructions, dug into the rock;
from the XIII century it was also
called Geghard in honor of
the spear, kept in the monastery
(spear, which Jesus Christ was
pierced with on the cross). Before
that the cherished spear was kept in
st. Echmiadzin. Nevertheless, it was moved from Echmiadzin to Ayrivank
because of the unstable domestic and foreign politics. Due to the fact, the
monastery started to be called “Geghard” as well. The foundation of the
monastery is attributed to Gregory the Enlightener. The main church: st.
Mary Virgin or “Katighike”, according to the lithographic inscription found
on the Western front exit, was built in 1215 (during the reign of Zakaryans). In
the 13th century Duke Prosh bought the church from Zakaryans and started
the construction of premises in the rocks (under architect Galdzak’s control).
10

ARMENIA
Geghard Monastery was one of
the spiritual and cultural centers of
medieval Armenia, where besides
religious buildings a school, a library, a
typography, lots of cells for local monks
were established.
Mkhitar Ayrivanetsi (Mkhitar from
Ayrivank) and Simeon Ayrivanetsi
(Simeon from Ayrivank) lived and
worked right here. They had great contribution in the development of
calligraphy art. Geghard is popular with wonderful bass-reliefs
and exquisite khachqars. The school had a repository of manuscripts. A
part of the manuscripts is kept in Yerevan Matnadaran after M.
Mashtots. There were lots of attempts to invade the monastery, but it stood
inaccessible, and Geghama mountains were its loyal guardians.

TATEV
Established: X Century
From Yerevan: 253km / 3h 20min.
Tatev Monastery is located in Syunik Province of RA, in the South of
Tatev village. According to the preserved materials, the monastery was named
after Eustache - one of St. Thaddeus’s
disciples. The monastery was founded
in the 4th century; in the 5th-8th cc it
was an advanced educational center; in
the 8th – the residence of Syunik
bishopric. The building works went on
step by step: basically, from the end of
the 9th century up to the beginning of
the 10th century and in 17th-18th
centuries. In 895 the monastery became all Armenian cultural center, where
Tatev University functioned with the efforts of Hovhan Vorotnetsi and his
disciple Grigor Tatevatsi. Matenadaran (repository of manuscripts) of the
monastery (10th century) stood until 1911-12, and the preserved 140
manuscripts were sent to Echmiadzin and then to Yerevan Matenadaran. In
the composition of the monastery miniature school was very popular. Besides
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the main constructions, in the 10th century a fluctuating obelisk (“Gavazan”)
was built in the center of the park: the only construction, which was preserved
after lots of earthquakes, which signifies the building mastery of Armenian
architects. The monastery fresco has it special place in the history of medieval
art, especially taking into consideration the fact, the European fresco of the
10th century is almost not preserved. All money from cable car “Tatever” goes
to the “Tatev Revival" fund, which has the purpose to restore the monastery
and to develop the local community. The official launch of the project took
place on the 16th of October 2010 – on the opening day of the cable car.
There is a beautiful legend about
the origin of the name of the
monastery. When the master finished
his work on the construction, he asked
God to give him wings, so that he could
see the magnificent beauty from the
sky. God, listened to his request and
made it come true. Word “tatev” is
translated from Armenian as “give me
wings”. Approaching the monastery you feel why it is called so. Tatev,
surrounded with abysses from all sides, as if soars above the gorge.
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NORAVANK
Established: X Century
From Yerevan: 119km / 2h
Noravank is the generalized name for the monastic complex, built in
the 13th-14th cc. It is located 3 km North-East of Amaghu village of Vayots
Dzor region. Noravank was built by bishop Hovhannes; in 1105 he expended
the monastery territory, gathered hermit monks, and got the order from
Seljuk authorities (those time Syunik region was under Seljuk yoke) on
recognition of the monastery as bishopric.
During the following two centuries
Noravank was expended due the efforts
of Orbelyan dynasty, which ruled
Syunik region at that time, and became
cultural and educational center, as well as
Orbelyan ancestral crypt. The monastic
complex, protected with fortress walls
includes: 2 neighboring churches, parish,
church-crypt, two-stored church on the
Eastern side, 2 chapels behind the walls. According to Stepanos Orbelyan, this
place was a sanctuary since early Middle Ages.
There are lots of valuable khachkars in the garden, surrounded by the
fortress walls. The most prominent ones are: a khachkar by Momik on
memory of Duke Tarsaich from TamtaKhatun, and a khachqar, dedicated to
Burtel and his son Ivane (it was found in 1982-83), which has the illustrations
of Jesus Christ and his 12 disciples on both sides on the upper part. Noravank
is one the best monuments of Armenian architecture due to its peculiarities
and combination of different arts.
The inseparable part of Noravank history is the contribution of the
prominent Armenian architect and sculptor Monik (1250-1339). He was the
secretary, chief artists, architect and sculptor of ancestral house of Orbelyan
dynasty. His employees were metropolitans of Syunik Stepanos Orbelyan,
Hovhannes Orbelyan, StepanosOrbelyan, Burtel Orbelyan the Elder and
duchess Tamta Khatun. Sculptured bass-reliefs on the upper part of the
main st. Stepanos church exit and window, as well as bass-reliefs of st.
Astvatsatsin (St. Holy Virgin) church are also referred to Momik. The
khachkar, dedicated to Momik’s memory is situated in the territory of the
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monastery. In 2010 on the 750th anniversary of his birthday Museum after
Momik was opened; medal and stamp were released. Prominent Bird Cave,
where the oldest shoe in the world was found, is located near Noravank.

SEVANAVANK
Established: IX Century
From Yerevan: 68km / 50min.
Sevanavank is
a
monastic
complex located on a peninsula at the
northwestern shore of Lake Sevan in the
Gegharkunik Province of Armenia, not
far from the town of Sevan. Initially the
monastery was built at the southern
shore of a smal l island. After the
artificial draining of Lake Sevan, which
started in the era of Joseph Stalin, the water level fell about 20 meters, and
the island transformed into a peninsula. At the southern shore of this newly
created peninsula, a guesthouse of the Armenian Writers' Union was built.
The eastern shore is occupied by the Armenian president's summer residence,
while the monastery's still active seminary moved to newly constructed
buildings at the northern shore of the peninsula.
Due to easier accessibility (once it became a peninsula), good highway
and railway connections with the
Armenian capital Yerevan, a welldeveloped tourist industry in the
nearby town of Sevan, and its
picturesque location (although less
picturesque than it was before the
lake level drop), Sevanavank is one of
the most visited tourism sights in
Armenia.
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HAYRAVANK
Established: IX Century
From Yerevan: 82km / 1h
Monastic complex Hayravank is located on rocky plateau of Hayravank
village. The first church with four altars was founded in 9-13 cc. In the 20th
century the parish was
attached to it. Castle «Spitak
Berd» («White Fortress») is
situated 1 km of the
monastery. According to the
legend, Hayravank was once
connected to the castle with
underground way, and that
is why it was called Ayrivank
(«Cave Monastery»). The monastery has cross-domed project; according to
the inscriptions on the parish wall, it was built of black, smooth basalt in 1211.
It has been preserved up today in dilapidated condition, without the dome.
In 1211 brothers monks Hovhannes and Nerses restored the church and
built double column parish with lighting aperture («yerdik») and octagonal
dome, decorated with stalactite. In a small garden of Hayravank, protected by
stone walls, there are lots of ruins of 6th century gravestones and cross-stones
(«khachkars»), and ruins of cells and many other constructions outside the
fence. Hayravank functioned until 9th century. In 1980 the monastery was
restored, and the dome was rebuilt.
Name «Mardaghavnyats» («aghavni» is translated into Armenian as
«pigeon») of «Hayravank» is connected with the legend, which we have got
from CatholicosGhazar A Jahketsi. According to the legend, in 1381, during
Tamerlane
invasions,
mentor
Hovhan could turn people into
pigeons and let them free from the
church.
In the 13th century Tamerlane
was trying to conquer Armenia and
massacred people by all possible
means.
When
he
reaches
Hayravank, the mentor threw
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himself into the sea, so that not to see the destruction of the monastery.
Nevertheless, on God's will, he did not sink. Instead, he started to run on the
surface of the sea. Impressed Tamerlane ordered the monk to come and
promised that he would make his any wish come true. The mentor asked
Tamerlane to give him as many people as the monastery could house.
Tamerlane did as the mentor wished. People stared to walk in; the monastery
could suite absolutely everybody, no one was in the street. Then amazed
Tamerlane noticed that people were turned into pigeons and could escape
death. From then on the monastery was called Hovhannavank or Hayr
Hovhan Monastery («Father Hovhan Monastery») after mentor Hovhan,
«Mardaghavnyats» (People-Pigeons Monastery» lit. transl.) and later –
Hayravank («hayr» - father).
Here there are possibilities, practice and traditions on rest organizing
and development of tourism. Here there are all the conditions for agro
tourism development.

NORATUZ
Established: IX-XVII Century
From Yerevan: 94km/1h 20m
Noratus village is located in Gegharkunik region, on the right bank of
the Gavaraget River, 5 km to the North-East of Gavar city. It is one of the
oldest settlements of Gegharkunik region,
were lots of monuments are preserved.
Noratus is considered to be a khachkar
(“cross-stone”) forest, museum under
open sky, unique collection of works of
khachkar making art, which reveals one of
the many secrets of Armenia. According to
the
legend,
during
Mongol-Tatar
invasions the khachkars got soldier dresses, and the invaders, seeing the
horrifying scene, just surrendered.
Near the crypt, there is a small chapel which, according to another
legend, saved lives of all the inhabitant of the village. The local priest made an
agreement with Mongols and got the right to save lives of as many people as
the chapel would suite. As the chapel had a secret exit, everyone could escape
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death. The Mongol commander was astonished to see only the praying priest
in the chapel. The priest said that people turned into pigeons and flied away.
St. Astvatsatsin (St. Holy Virgin) church is located in the center of the
village, St. Gregory the Enlightener church and the large crypt -on the SouthEastern edge. St. Astvatsatsin church was built in the end of the 9th century
by Gegharkunik duke Sahak. By the
architectural composition, this is a “domed
hall” style construction; in comparison with
constructions of the 6th century it has
compressed
proportions:
emphasized
protrusions and relatively small dome.
St.Gregory the Enlightener church, built
most probably in the 9-10th centuries, had
single-naved vaulted structure, which later
was turned into domed hall. (9-10th cc, architect – Khachatur).
The large noteworthy crypt, rich with khachkars, is located in the South
of the village. Centuries-old obelisks, ruins of monuments, khachkars of early
period are still preserved. These are mostly khachkars of 13-17th cc; the vast
majority of them are grouped, forming ancestral crypts of certain dynasties.
Near Noratus, in Shor-Gyol settlement, crypts of Iron and Bronze Ages
were found. Individual, double and group burials were among findings. In
Noratus crypts bronze belts, arrow heads, bracelets, beads, iron daggers,
pottery and so on were found as well.
Thousands of tourists from all over the world come to Armenia to see
the medieval high architectural style of Noratuskhachkars, in Gegharkunik
region.

WELCOME TO ARMENIA
17

ARMENIA
Note

18

ARMENIA
Note

19

ARMENIA
Note

20

ARMENIA
The publication is edited by
Gavar State University Tourism Center
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